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1. The territory of the Lithuanian SSR is eonly nominslly under
Sovist control and the Soviets can be sric to be actually in charge
of only such cities as Kaunas, Vilnius (Vilna), Alytal, Kalvarlya, :
Virbelial {Virballen), Ukmerge, Penevezis (Ponewesch, Ponovesh), Siaullial
(Schauien), Taurage (Teurogsen), Klaipeda (Menel), Palanga, Utena, Birzal
and Telsial. In the country, the predominant social and political factors
ere the anti-Soviet guerrillas.

2. There are at present about 20,000 guerrillas in Lithuania. There is
an "army" of between 3,500 and 4,000 men which fights the Soviet troops
when the occasion 18 propitious. The main object of the guerrillas 1e
to vrevent by forece of arms the collectivization of the land. They seek
to drive away the farmers who have been brought to Lithuania from the
Soviet Union and sometimes even kill them. Farmers who escaped from East
Prussia and took over abandened farms in Lithuania are not molested.

3. On a percentage basis, the guerrillag are made up of:
70 percent Iithuanians

12 percent Germans - Therc are about 500 former officers of the Webhrmacht
and SS who were trapped at the time of the German
retreat. They are generally responsible for the
good training the guerrillas have recelved in the
use of armg and tacties.

10 percent Bussians = Mostly from the Vlassov Army and the Auxiliary
VYolunteers who fought on the German side during
the war. About 500 of them are former Soviet guerrilils:
who operated in the Vilna srea. In November 1984 they
were incorporated into the regular Soviet Army; in June
1945 they deserted because of harsh treatment by the
Soviet military suthorities. Their operational regics
1s between Trakai (Stare Troki), Jeznas, (Yeznas) and
Valkininkei, SW of Vilna.

25X1 [ ]doss not account for the remaining eight percent.)
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There-is no unifiecd guerrilla organization or headquerters®, but hatred

of the Communist rule is the common bond*tn spite of a diversity of political
opinion among the members. Their fighting abilities in forest and night
operatione are of a higi order. Prpof of this fact 4a thet they have been
operaiing for several years. They are well equipped with modern weapons and
have had no lack of arms or anmunition, which are still hidden in the forests
in large quantities. Thelr weakest point is the food supply. The country
has been devastated DY Soviet experiments and only two-thirds of the arable
land is cultivated. The local population supports them as much as it can.
The railwsy lines Earnoe~-Vilna and Ustyani(?)-Daugavpils especially have been
subjeoted to guwerrilla operations. Certain trains move along those lines
only in the daytime.

The Soviet fight against the guerrillas is conducted by MVD units and speeial
anti-guerrille units called *lstrebiteli® (Destroyers)., The latter were
formed in all districts and villeges in the sumner of 1945, mostly from among
the neucomers t0 the Jommunist Party. ZEach unit consiste of about 30 men.

They are poorly armed and commanded and often suffer heavy losses when they

are engaged with the guerrillas. The Iestrebitell are hated and despisad by the
population because of their cruelty.

As of October 1948, the Soviet forces in Lithuania comprised:

About 60,000 reguler army troops including the 16th Motoriged
Iafentry Division, stationed at Vilpa.

About 30,000 HVD troope
About 30,000 Istrebitell
Bighty percent of the pereonnel of the 16th Motorized Infantry Diwvialod

consists of Lithuanians, The officers of this unit are exclusively Bunsians
and the predominant langusge used is Russian.

I 10 to tho 25X1
efTect t there 1s a fop comnand directing Lithuanlan partisan activities, .

nemely the BDPS (Joint Democratic Reaistance Movement; in Iithuanian, Bendras
Demokratinio Fasipriesinimo Sajudis).

] Goment: il unit has also boen identifiec as the 16th Litmanian
anner "Kiaipeda" Rifle Division [ |but it has not previously
besn reported as a motoriged unit.
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